[Effect of the antioxidant dibunol on the hormonal status of adult and old rats].
The effect of chronic administration of antioxidant dibunol (BHT) on the blood level of thyrotropin, corticotropin, thyroxin, triiodothyronine, 11-hydroxycorticosteroids, immunoreactive insulin and the reactivity of isolated thyroids and adrenals to tropic hormones were studied in adult and old male rats. Chronic administration of BHT was found to inhibit the thyroid functional activity of both animal groups and to reduce the blood insulin level in the old rats. The results obtained suggest that hormonal effects play an essential role in the mechanism of BHT action on the organism.